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This paper descr ibes my plans for conducting ~ comparative study of all the 

political parties in the world. As yec ) the study has no name and has no funds. 

The lack of a na~ c~n be rectified, t~porarily at least, by referring to it as 

"the comparative parties project." The lacY. of funds cannot be solved quite so 

easily, but t~e problem will be ~~rk ed on. What the parties project does have is 

a (IlJlti - fecctec " r.; :! t hcC:olosi cal approa.ch" t o the enormous tl:'.. ~k of gathering. pro ... 

ce s sing. ood analyzlng infl)l:matioD on all the world's political parties. This paper 

descri bes tha t rr.et hotlo logicD! approache 

Ho st research project s C.:ln be understood better ,by learning why the investigator 

be came in t erested in the topic, wha t initial steps he took in following ~p his interest s, 

and how he responded t o failures and successes encountered along the way. Because 

these factors were especially important in shaping my approach to the comparative 

study of political parties, they nre discussed 3t some length in the first section 

of this paper, which describes the bac]tgI'ound of the projecte Sub5equent sections 

will discuss the prominent me t hcdological features of the project. 

Host large political science depart!:lents across the country offer some kind of 

lIparties" cocrse. Northwesternts equivalent, "Political Parties and Elections," 

was one of my teaching responsibilities In the Spring of 1962, d:;ring my first year 

out of graduate school. Never having taken a "par ties" course in college or grad-

uste school, I probably did more thinking than usual on what things ought to be 

coverede Many instructors l imit their coverage to ft.merlcan political parties for 
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- sound reasons: there are some fine texts on American parties, their students are 

attracted to the course by a desire to learn about the D~mocrats end Republicsns, 

and tbe time limitations of a one quarter or one semester course prevent covering 

everything one HQul.d like. Desp.ite these reasons., it seetted important to roe to Intro-

duce the students to foreign counC~ies' experiences with politicsl parties. The 

benefits that pro:nised to be derived fro:r: compar ing different part)' systems seemed 

to outweigh the ;;.ovantages of covering Alterican parties in greater depth. 

In plar!.tling the course, I found no shortage of good texts on American pa:rtles 

but fet4 texts at ell Oil compar.:ltive perty politics. M"urice Ouverger's relatively 

young ~~t already classic bo~k; Political ~~, ~as about the only truly ~o~para-

1 
ei\,2 analysis c,v.:.ilable. - Ihcr~ are, ho.ev~r, so~e problems involved in using this 

boot{ ns a t~xt. It ... ~as origina.lly ~ir1tten in French, and the trenslation into 

English did aGt i;:o:pro .... z its rendab.ility. Furthermore, it is probably longer than 

cecsssar)'; it: ~ontlOil13 ~>bat hU'lJe been called Illogical fallacies"; it o .... ersimplifies 

relationships cmone v~~iables; it often uses only single case examples to support 

2 
s'.oIe.eping generalizations; and so cn. Nevertheless .. J)o..lverger constructs a useful set 

of concepts for. studyine political parties and actually compare~ parties across catious. 

In applyi~& his concepts and dra~ing his comparisons, Duverger demonstrated 

amazing breadth a~d depth of kno~ledge about parties aod party systems on the European 

and American continents. He freqtlsntly butl:resscd his rem<lrks with charts and figures 

on election returns J mambership reports, legi~lat!ve representation, and so on. But 

despite his herOic attemp ts to docume~t his general propOSitions, he never provided 

l(New York: \Oliley, 1959) The book was originally published in Faris itl 
1951. The First English Edition was published in 1954. The 1959 publication is 
the revised Second English Edition. 

2 
An espeCially critical treatment af DU'IJerger 13 given 1n Aaron B. Wildavsky, 

"A Methodologlczl Critique of Duverger's Political Parties," Journal 2! Poli t ies, 
21 (Hay, 1959), 303-318. 
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an adequate picutre of the situation. His supporting evidence always consi sted of 

a series of selected examples, sometimes one or sometimes several, but never a f ull 

disclosure of all O~ nearly all 0 f t he relevant cases. He simply did not have the data 

needed to pro· ... e or disprove hi s theoretical statements. 

To take one cm:looplc, Ouverger suggested a relationship between the "basic 

elements" of party org~nlZ8t ion and t he activities carried out by the party. Parties 

organized on a "caucus" b3Sis are more l ikely to restrict their activities to con~ 

testing elections chao I~branch-oo.sedll ps!'ties, ","bi eh al~o perform politic41 education 

and 30clal lI1cl£are functions. "Cell" ond "militlall parties are even more likely to 

exercise W3:1fare functions thc.n brilil ~:-t parties. Ouve:;;ger GUPports. these propositions 

by citing ~pecHic C~uCUSt branch, cell, and militia parties and describing their 

activitiesw But h:! docs ~Ot p!'ovide tbe reD.der with a gelleral overview of the re-

lationshi!? bett;een these concepts for all or a lcfrge sample of the \~dd' s parties. 

He lacl:ed the datil needed for filling in the cdls of D. tabl e th<lt r e lated these 

concepts as iii Table 1. 

TABLE 1: Relationship of Basis of Organizatio~ 
to Funct ional Orientation of Activities 

Caucus Branch Cell-Militia 

Contest s election.s (only) xx xx 

The above nnd e~ucates politically xx xx xx 

Tne above and serves welfare role XY. xx 

1007. 

(Total number o f parties) ( ) ( ) ( ) 

Duverger was simply unable to provl:de such cross-tabulati olls to test his theories. 
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fAILies Co urse, Spring 2!!221: Despite its limitations, Duverger's Political 

Parties was clearly the best available, and I adopted it as one of the basic texts 

In my first parties course. 3 It soon occurred to me that my students CQuid be given 

th~ task of collecting data to test oome of Duvcrgcrts propositioDs. Individual 

students could be assigned different countries to research for information relating 

to several of DuverBer's key concepts. This seemed to fulfill the important objective 

of providing the students with genuine research experience relating directly to their 

course work and reading. At the s~mc time, it could provIde on important body of 

Information that might be used to construct a "profile" of world party systems. The 

objective We\!; to pl ::m <:he research project 1n such a way that this profile could be 

constructed 1u. ~ a~ t il e end of the course, permitting the students to benefit 

from the resul t s o f t heir collective research while testing some of Duverger's 

propositions. 

There were several factors which led me to believe that my students could do 

what Duverger had not done. First, they outnumbered him more thao twenty to one. 

Second, their data collection tasks ~uld be more narrowly defined. Third, they 

~~uld be provided with special forms de~l~ned to collect the data in terms of his 

concepts. These factors caused me to believe that W2 could collect the data during 

the quarter. Analyzing the data before the end of the course was another matter but 

one that could be h3J1dled easily \lith the use of punchcnrds and data processing 

equipment. The data collection forms could be designed so the students need only 

check the appropriate coding categories for each vnriable on each party. The in· 

formation reported ~ n their research "papers" could then be punched directly ioto 

cards and analyzed on the computer for class presentation. Conceivably. the data 

could be punched and processed in tiroe for analysis the last day of class if the 

students hand~d in their data collections forms several days before the end of the course. 

3The other texts adopted were Clinton R08siter, Parties and Politics in 
Am.rica (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1960) and Austln R;nney and WiIrmoore 
Kendall, Democracy ~ !h! American Partx System (New York: Harcourt, Braca, 1956). 
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aecause it seemed essential that the students be thorol.!ghly familiar with 

Duverger's malt} concepts before collecting data on those concepts, they were not 

assigned countries for recearch until after the mid· term exam, leaving about five 

weeks In the quarter to do r~search. Each student was assIgned three different countries 

and was provided '.11th two types of !or.n.; for each country . One type was to be used 

for collecting data on the political institutions and electoral systems in the countries 

and the other type was for data on the parties within the countries. The students 

were r~quire::l. to document their coding decisions on the "countries" and "part les l1 

sheets by providing the ~urccc of their information ond exact 2!&£ numbers. They 

were also required to submit the entire list of sources typed on 4x6 index cards. 

This attempt to improve on Ou¥erger resulted io less than a qualified success; 

it was almost 3 complete failure. The students were given too many countries to 

-ces::ull:ch, the)' received their aSSignments too late in the quarter, they had difficulty 

in locating helpful sources, and they fouod the data. gathering forms almost e6mpletely 

unworkable. I~Dy of the forms uerc tu~ned in nearly blank, and those that were Dot 

blank contained information of dubiOUS quality. Nevertheless, data on abo~t ISO 

parties in scrr.c 66 notions ~re punched on cards, and some very crude comparisons 

were made in ~la~s on the very last day of the quarter. The effort served mainly to 

illustrate vhat might have been dODe if the project had been planned better. I 

apologized to Qy students for the d!~aster and threw the data away the next day_ 

Although the thouaht of the experience ~~th the world-wide research project 

made me shudder, the experience wIth the parties course as a whole convinced me of 

the value of teaching it in a comparative f~amework. The students not only learned 

about party politics In foreign countries) ~ worthy objective in itself, but I 

submit that they also learn3d more about American party politics through -
international comparIsons. True, they learned fe~~r details about party operations 

in the U.S., but these are the things they are most likely to forget within weeks 

after the quarter ends. The basic nature of American parties a~ nonemembershlp, 
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decentralized, loosely disciplined oxganizations stood out in sharp contrast to 

parties in other countries, and th~ ~~eric8n party system ~as better understood 

because of the comparison. 

Parti~ .t;£>urse) S.ering cfllli: Ny increa£:ed conviction of the importance of 

the compnrative :J.pproa.::-h in studying politic.:!.1 parties t·;.:1S reflected in a syllabus 

prepared for the !iC:·:t year's course. 4 The Duverger book mlS retained and additional 

readings w~r~ assignee! on foreign part)! systems. The pass.1ng of several months had 

dulled my lInple.3.s.ant rr:emor ie~ of the experience in cooperative research on world 

political p.:lxties. The idea seemed to have so much potential that 1 decided to 

try it agsin, with Go~e major changes in planning. This time only one country, 

ir.stead of tr.rcc~ 1-1.15 assigned to each student, and. the assignments were made during 

the first YJec1:; of cl e!;!}, instead of after the mid-term examination . The students 

were also provided with more ~~rk~bl~ forms for recording data. A separate sheet, 

giving the cor.:;plete coding categori2s ~ was designed fot' each variable, and adequate 

room was left on each page for typing in ccmru':mts and qualifications 1f the pre .. 

~cded categories ~~re not suitable for the rla~a. Again the students ~ere requIred 

to document the!.: coding deCisions with citations to the liter.ature. They \:l'ere 

helped in searching t.he literature iri.t~1 bibliographies produced by the previous 

class. 

The result of this attempt to systematica.lly collect dat a on the world's 

political parties was a complete reversal of the earlier e~perience. Although 

some of the inform£t1on the sheets requested simply could not be found, the students 

this time reported far more success and showed far less frustration in their research o 

Some countries, of course, proved more difficult to researcb than others. As a 

group, the Latin American countries were partIcularly troublesome. The final tally 

showed data of varying quality reported on some 205 different perties In 55 countries 

drawn from every area of tbe w"Orld e:ccept the African contInent, ti.lich was 

4 
Sigmund Neumann's Nadern Polit:1s:al Parties (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1.950) and Thomas Hodgkin,'a African Political Parties (Baltitr..are: Penguin Books,1961) 
were adopted dong with those by Duverger and Ranney and Kendall. 
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specific.311y e:·:cluded 1n this study. The data were again turned in ear ly enough 

to put the information on punch cards and report on the analysts the last day of class. 

The data were still inadequate by professional standards, but they were not thrown away. 

Up to that t ime, 1 had not thought seriously about extending my data collection 

project outside of the course framevork. The recent success, however, encouraged 

me to think about 8 major re search project on comp~ratlve political parties based 

on a concerted, cooperative, and systematic attempt to gather data on parties through-

out the ~~rld. The key to this resaerch project ~~uld be a well - cons t ructed set of 

forms or "i~strument" for 8~therlng the dota. The develop~ent of such an instrument 

could be aided by having my partiee course students "pre-test" different types of 

forms and diffe:rent Clethods of coding_ After e satisfnctory data gathering iogtru-

ment had been hamm~red out, the re~earch ou the par ty systems of individual countries 

could be begun in e:::: rucst. 1 could enlist the help of graduate students in seminars 

on comparative politics and get the cooperation of area specialists and perhaps 

even native scho!ar~ . The data gathered from a project of this scope would be of 

eno~us value 1~ the comparative study of political parties. 

Parties Course, Sering of~: My plans for the parties course the following 

5 year built upon these thoughts. The data gathering forms were revised again and 

tried out on the African nations , wh ich had not been studied before. The general 

problem of locating relevant literature ~as ettacked by providing the students with 

an extensive bibliography on African politics . 6 

The res~lts of this attempt offered further encouragement. Information on 72 

different parties in 26 African countries uas added to the previous data, making a 

pool of information on 27 7 partl~3 in 81 countr ies. Again, these data were far 

5The syllabus used 10 this ccurse Is given in Appendix A. 

6Kenoeth 
Volumes 1-57: 

Janda (ed.), Cumulative ~!2 ~ Acerican Political Sc ience Review, 
1906-~ (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1904). 
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from ideal in quality, but they ~ere the best available and did allow for some 

interesting tcsts of Duvergerfs statements du~lng the last clas3 meeting. 

Just ns my initial teaching experience had convinced me of the desirability 

of teachiug political parties in a comparative framework, my second and third re-

search experiences convinced ne of the pos:JibiUty of conducting concerted, 

cooperative and $ystematic research on the ~iOrldts poUtiC:ll parties. Of course, 

this had always been possible, .!.£ principl'e, bo,Jt its realization .!.2. practIce was 

another matter entirely. The goal is not achieved merely by inducing many scholars 

to conduct research on political parties; th3t has been going on for years. 

Moreover, the solution Is not merely in coordinating their individual efforts, for 

coordinated research alone v~uld p~oduce a mass of information that posed new 

proble~5 of analysis. The practical solution to the problem of a world-wide re-

search project i~volves ~ the coordination of. individual scholars in systematic 

data collection!!:.!! the cevelopment of methods for handling the information produced 

in the process. 

There are at least four major information handling problems con~fonting 

comprehensive research _In comparative political parties. These are 

1. developing a data gathering instrument that employs workable opera­
tionalizatloDs of concepts relevant to tha comparative study of political 
parties, 

2. 
specific 

locatin~ literature containing 
parties and party systems, 

information about these concepts for 

3. identifying and retrieving information from this literature when needed 
in filling out the data forms, and 

4. analyzing the data obtained on hundreds of parties throughout the 
world. 

We have already discussed the comparative parties project's approach to solving 

the first of these problcms-·the develo~ent of the dats collection instrument. 

Work in the parties course youid be directed toward improvement of data forms. 

Appendix B gives the most recent (1964) version of the forms used for classifying 

information about the political institutions of the countries. Appendix C gives the 
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most recent forms for recording informati on about parties In those countries. 

Standardized forms are often used in social research for gathering various types 

of information, like ~esponses to interview questions. Although the use of standardized 

forms for recording date on political ~'a.l:'tlcs may be uniq'Je. the research principle 

j s the same. 

The discussion of the d.:lta ger.-Ierin!; In:;trUr.lent ,'01111 n,Jt be continued In the 

rerr..:Jinin3 sectio:ls ofs tbe pa;..er, ~:;~ich vBl be concerned instead with the three 

other pra':tic.::J.l ~rcMews confronting, ,:c.rld .. wide stud), of comparative politIcal 

parties: loc~tl~~ the literature~ rc·~icvlng information from the literature, and 

analyzing tl':~ l'~t.:l collected trom t:,c "fOl.-mation. These problems are e peclally 

acute because of the sheer size of the {1lcvant literature and the a~ount of data 

to be generatcda FortunatelYJ modern t lhnolosy has produced so~e useful tools for 

dceling \ .. ich probla':!s in inform:ltion pre ~!ssing that liare not available to earl1e= 

5cholBrs like Duvcrger. TIlese informatil1 processi~g techniques should be able to 

hsndla the probler.1s pvt;'.!d by the re~earch '~:rnands of the comparative parties project. 

!he follo~iDg sections will di5cuss three Facific oethods for dealing with each of 

the three problen:.z confronting the p::oject 

.t'reEar~.n&. JU.£E£.l sph!.!,! 

One of the unccrlyir.J, i'~S.i.!:-ptio:1s of t: ~ ccmr>aratlve parties project i(O that 

most of the nccess::n::;; information about the \,Jr l d's parties and the party systems 

exists so:r.e·.:hcre in the enormous li:erature , foreign amI comparative government. 

Some idea of the ~1ze (j,nd diversit, of th!!~ .1terature can be gained by browsing 

through tr.e "Foreign and Comparative Govc~; .>?nt" bibliographies published regularly 

in the back pages of the Aa.erican Politi(J Science Review. The September 1964 

issue, for example, contained brief revi ~ ~ of t,·.enty .. three books and citations to 

more than one'h~ndred and forty selectej lrticles and document~ on politics abroad. 

Lists like this have been published fa, e~rs in every qucrterly issue of the Review, 

and, of course, the items in those 115'.1 repIeS'1!nt only ?Olrt J of the total literature. 
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1he comparative partl.!s project must try to harness the relevant information out of 

ttis vast :itexllture. The first ste.p in this task 1s to identify books, articles, 

fta;?ers, and documents that deal y,·ith foreign parti3s and party systems. This is an 

o!d-fashioned problem of preparing a comprehensive bibliography, but the magn1tud~ 

of t(1e pro!Jlem den.:::.nds nC':~ a.ld better methods of dealing tvith it. 

Bib::'iograph~cs have '.::rnditicl:ally been prepared by tmilding up index card files 

af entries US;'!3l!.j' a;:ra~gej by au!~~{'r anci, insot!:e cases, cross ... indexed by subj ect. 

The card flle itself uoually ccnstitutes the ~rol"klng bibl.icgraphy for the indvidual 

,cholar. If. it is to be uf>ed by e,Lhe:o resaarchers, the bibliocraphy r:rust oT.Cinarily 

.Je rc"'typed from thr; cUl-ds. Ther~ arc severa! dhl1dvantages with this proccc.ure for 

:omr:li~ .. s ond distributing bi b:_ioUraphies. Re'~typing 1s costly and subject to errorj 

lists of iteQ~ ~r.r~;ted by autho=3 obstruct retriev~l ot the inf.ormation by subject; 

cm;;ulat1:'!6 tr.c bibliography efte;: nc'tl items have been added s':!e:as scarcely worth the 

effo~:, her,ce the appr.arance of supplementa.:}' listings. 

1'h,; C:cunds of the comparative parties project cannot be oet t."l t h t raditloucl 

tJethods thot .:ere b~ely !luitaole for Indi-l1d\'!al scholars ope.:atlng with sms.lle:: 

bodias cf. Htcrature. The project n~eC:£ working bibliographies of thousands of 

itens that CZI:'l b:: furnished at low cost to many rCGearchers. It nC!ccis a met'hoJ 

for comp1l1n:;, r~vlsing, and contin;JcHy ~pdating this Ubliograph2.'. T~le pl.·obl:::m 

calle for solution th=oug:l z::;e.char.ized means of docum~nt retrievAl. 

To many students in th~ bchilvioral sciences, co;nputcr techn1q:"cs for illformatior, 

or docl!:~e::tt r~t:dev£.l may s~er:l like ~romises of the future, still 0:1 the drewing 

be ':"d and hardly ope.rationaL ~o O::! sure, many exciting technique:; are still In the 

pr ocess of development. but t here are also some tested roe t ho{~s ready for pr£lctlcol 

&pplications to literature problems in the behavioral sciences. The mo s t wi dely 

used computc~ method of document retrieval , "KWIC" indexing, has a lread y be$l used 

t o compile a cumulative index fo~ more thon 2,500 ti t les published du r ing t'le 
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firS!.--57 years of the American Political Science Review. 6 "KWIC II or tI.!$.ey-liord-!n-

fonte.xc" indexing is also suggested as a method for preparing bibliographies for 

the comparative parties project. 

The methodology of keyword indexing is a subject in itself and will Dot be 

7 discussed here. In outline form) the system operates as follows. Article or 

book citations) complete with author, tItle, and publication informatIon, are 

punched OD IBN cards. A co~puter reads these cards and, by referrIng to a pre .. 

viously defined list of ~-keywords. prepares an alphabetical lIsting of all the 

ke~~rds in the titles of the articles . The computer then prints out this listing 

of keywords as they appear In the context of the titles themselves. The indexing 

technique can be understood best by looldeg at the finished product. Figure 1 

shows a portion of a page from the Cumulati~. Index !a £h! American Political Science 

Review. The exaople is taken from the "I .. JfI portion of the alphabetical keyword 

list i ng. Articles on Italy end Japan can easily be located in the keyword indexing, 

and the nature of the articles can be determined by reading the rest of the titles Which 

surround the keywords . 

Once an interesting title has been located, the user of the ind~x looks at 

the reference code given in the right .. hand column of 'the same line . This code 

gives the first s ix letters of the senior author's last namethis initials, the 

year of publication, and the Identification number of the article. The code enables 

the user to locate t he complete cita tion in an author-alphabetized bibliography 

also prepared by the computer but not shown here. 

The advantages of KwIC indexing are those generally associated with the use 

of computers in Qny research operation. The indexes are eaSily snd inexpensively 

7Kenneth Janda, "Keyt.'Ord Indexes for the Behavioral Sciences," American 
Behavioral Scientist, 7 (June, 1964), 55 .. 58. The entire issue of this journal 
is devoted to information retrieval in the social sciences and deserves to 
be investigated by those interested in the methodology. 
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nd 1ulc!~ ') TI.!~ ,~()Juce':. rurthe~orCJ the lis::1nt a; 

artlcles by [~eywc:;:,ds rDth!;r thal suthor: p...Ji<es ther.1 trorp. u$~ful in =esearch tUll 

conventional bibliog::8ph:c:. r.les~ adv8nta:;es p:rOr.lpt the use of KlnC itll.lC:.do! Lc. 

prepare t..::> di rfe::<.:nt typel: 0;': ?!ol!ographies for the co:r.pa-r&tiv2 pnrtie9 proj~c:t .. 

stor. wCll:king d:o::cctl:1 ;:rc.;n l1br.lry volur,.cf ai the t.evlc'd. This job has already boen 

done for. .d1 :i\( issl! '_<': f:-:-nn 1959 to 1362. Th~ re::;.ultli1g inde:, con::ained III('r.z t!w,n 

lO~CCO !,eyt,.; .. "d, cn::r:c~ f.)r a 2"500 item blb:.iography. n.e tii:l~,> were punched. 

. 8 
proc£.6!:cC. ~ilJ lnJ2x~l; at [, cos.: of less t,18:t $300. All the titles on Afrlc~n 

politics In that bibl:cg'::,["hy were later s"..lppl~.:!!en~ed by otner ent:r:les on Africa 

to prepare a 5~cclal 900 item .l~,.JIC index for my 1961~ parties cOI..n:se. ~hich l-~as 

reseo..rchlng the Af:-ican COl!nt:7hs. 9 'Ibis c;:ude KWIC indEX helped loc;..e.te elusi'm 

journ:11 citations by sorting ;;:hem acccrdiug to country and pro\llJed my 3tudc:nt:; 

,.Ti th valuable rcse<l;:ch leads. 

stu.,;:, of .. _'O:,1::ici':l parties 

cita .. io.,!j t-;':ll be dl'~cke:J:or acc'Jr .. "c] in s)elling, pagina~ion, ~tc. rf needeci, 

addiUonal l~ey.'"clds \:,:1;1 be enclozp.d within parcilth~se5 and placed after a title t.,J 

improve !.ts dez;criftivt:nes3 a!1Q hence its retrievabllity. If cor.:-eC;:lons or eddl ~ion!il 

are Dot nceded t !:ht: citations do Ilot zven have to be repunched. The cards ccn 

81 want to than!~ Professor Rich~rd Snyder and the Comparative Politics 
Program at Norehwestern University fo~ making these funds ~vailable eo me. 

91 am indebted eo the Program of African Studies at Norchweste.:-n Univerf:iit)' 
for supporting my resenrch on African pareies. 
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:.:pdat:-d, xf'':'~ed index of c:)rj!r' •. :..:~-lJ::' ;:.;.:rtles litzrct~re. 

F·c-EElEY1!!..t l:~~..Q!l i!£8lli .hit~~Atur~ 

Tt ...... c .• e t"~~u t,) p;; .:;?a::;:e e}:t~l1s1vc lJibl1o~tapl;ic~ cn 3 subject end c:uit~ 

mother ;;0 Joe:.:: tr:::.:1 ~r. ::C:~~a:<:ch. ~~;~ cii Hlculty lies :1.;t only in t'ecdic3 the troterl al 

lC.l~~':)' bibliogr.:lI~lcs C~I1IPiL!(l feR ::hc comprativc parties project •. _flGi· 

vic!ual eJ fo. t.3 "~;1. be ~t;=.!J.~'.tc': tCt ~uild Gr. lIi.v,Jntl)r)' of :r:(;S~~l!rch findings B!"d 

inr,lIlt,) !Nl rctrie;ral i:.::.:i;niq\'!~:; as~",-:_l~ tr:ai: the l;"i)::::.atior, in expre.;~scl iu 

u co~n lJqyage, buL ~Us t.::; ~Ol: al"'~::! true li}2CtlitiCal research. Dl£f~rcat 

writ,;:,":s ~ft, ,-, U3€ dl.f~et'cr,t w,,~:..::. ~o c1sc:.!:..~ the s~:na P:':::l:J:':l~non.. The siaple 

n~ti('>" 0.'= "C1iranchlse:n;:!nt,1I rer e::amplc, c:'n :,.; ;.::po:es~e:i in ter.,1S aZ 1rf:y.::en;i0f' 

of tbe suff~:.:lge," :':~=ovlcHns u{.:w ,:lass'"';:;; of the po:,u13!:!on ulth the right to "lot>!, I 

aad "lncree"ing the electorate." In t.li~ e:.::alJplE j d: (f~r€:~C ... '"O:rding may not :roubi.. 

t he jnte:cp::.~ta':ion because the Id:!e iz rclct:"Jely clear. nut pt')1it1~al CO!lce?ts al"C 

not always clear; a l' centralized tI party ~y or rrJ.ly not mean the SD..1Ie thing a~ il 

"cohesi'le" parcy. Further more, there 1 s no gua:ca:1tel! that writ n:s Jho US!? 
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identical terms are in fsct applying them to the same concepts. 

!er~inological differences in the pnrties literature are ordinarily resolved 

by an implicit process of "transla.tion./I The parties project proposes to make this 

process explicit by translating major reseorch findings and propositions Into a 

basic parties "language." The vocabulary of this language will be codified into 

a thesaurus of terms. By itself, successful translation of research fIndings into a 

basic language will produce clarified concepts, sharpened ~heories, and improved 

cOr>lparisons wittwthe literature. As a by .. product: of the trAnslation, the thesaurus 

will provide a means of access to the inventory of fIndings and propositions built 

o~t of th~ literature. 

Tran~lating ar.:lthe~3uruG-~Jildin& arc crucial w.ethodologlcal objectives of the 

comparative purt:c£ project, although their achievement suggests andertaking a 

paioBte.klng enterprise frought with frustrations and ambiguities. The basic vocab--

ulary underlying these objectives cannot be developed simply by thinking long and hard 

about co~on concepts end important terms in the literature. The development of a 

< basic ~ocabulary r~qulres a continual inter2~lon between thinking and reading) for 

entries in a bacic vocabulary derive frClIil the words and terras actually used in the 

literature .. 

In the comparative parties project, this job has been tackled at the bottom--

during the ac~ual process of building the inventory oE propo3itioos and findings 

about the literature. This approach might b3 described as the ~tyan91ate-as-you-go" 

plan. and the firDt few pa~nts are espeCially costly io time and frustration. But 

much lne learning a new language, the job becomes easier aB the basic vocabulary 

builds up and fcw2r terminological deci&ions need b~ made. The process itself might 

be&t be understood by evaluating some specific examples of translations done to date. 

These examples w~ll be given after discussing the information retrieval technique that 

will be used to retrieve the translated findings. 
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The information retrieval problems of the compnrative parties project will 

be handled at least in part oyan IBM 709 computer program called "TRIAL", for 

"!echnique to !.etrie\lc Information froro ~bstracts of l.itercture." A complete 

discussion of thic tec~nique is, ~gain. the subject of another paper, and only 

its maIn feature5 ~ill be sketched out here. 10 

TRIAL Is a computer program for searching Gnd retrieving information from 

natural language text according to £pecificd logical combinations of keywords. 

The input to the TRIAL program for thz parties project consists of human-prepared 

abstracts of articles snd boo!:s on political parties. Every nHAL abstract of aD 

article Is dividC!d into £1 ~su1Ii:;arylJ section describing the study as a ",-hole and one 

"atatement" ami one "elaboration" section for each pr0tx:>sition OZ' finding identified 

in the study. The ~su~~ry" section of the abstract attempts to describe the article 

according to each of the £01101:11ng headings: Itthe problem," "research design," 

"canc1us ions," at!d "sug&estions for research." An abstracter ru.;::y om1t reference to 

these headings if they ~rc inappropriate, for they are only i ntended to give some 

structure to the information in the s~mme~y. 

Each propoSition or finding identified in an article or book is represented 

in the abstract by a "statement~ and an "elaborationo" The "stntemcnt n expresses 

tbe finding or pZ'oposition in the basic vocabulary of the parties project. This 

is followed immediately by an "elaboration, n which quotes the passage containing the 

statement and provides additional information far interpreting the propoSition or 

finding . In this way, the author's o~iglnal *~rds are always available for checking 

against the "translated" statement . 

Examples of translated propositions about political parties are given in 

10 l0l-ester W. MUhrath and Kenneth Janda , "Computer Applications to Abstraction. 
Storage, and Recovery of P~positions from Political Science Literature," Paper 
delivered at the 1964 Annual M~eting of the American Political Science Association, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
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Figure 2, which reproduces a punchcard printout of some propositions from Samuel 

Eldersveld's Political Parties: !1 Behavioral AnalYSis. ll The first STATEMENT OF 

PROPOSITION has translated Elde!'sveld ' s language Into the basic lap.guase of the 

parties project. The translation facilitates both t he retrievability of his pro­

position ilnd its comparison t.11th similar propositions by other authors. The trans­

lat ion contains words like "heterogeneous, II "idE-nti Hers, n IIcen tralization, nand 

"factlonalis:!l" These are all candidateg for a basic vocabu lary on political parties. 

I say "candidates" because sub~e~te~t exp2rience may sugSest better terms. It may 

seem that dev~loping n basic vocabulary is .:t never-ending process, and in a sense 

it is. No technical "Jocabular)l should ever be closed to nev terms or tied to 

Obsol ete ones, ~nd an adequate thesau~us ~st provide for revisions and impro~ements. 

t>1a.kiOlg vocabulary changes in the parties project will be greatl), facilitated 

by the manner in ~~ich the cLanslated statements are r ecorded. Not only are they 

always juxtaposed ~ith the original IDDguage, but both the statements and the 

el~boratlons are recordeci on punchcards. This permits the use of computers to 

contCllt analyze the state;r.entq'and make systematic changes in terminology if necessary. 

The vocabulary can gro~ and improve througb periodic review aoa analysis . 

The development of a ~ultable thesaurus of basic term~ is essent ial for adequate 

retrieval of In'::ormation from abstracts 11 teratul"e. A researcher who wants to con­

duct a speci fic sca~ch of the wagncttc tapes containing abstrects of parties lit­

erature, need only refer to th~ thesaurus to identify the relevant terms in the 

basic languageo Under the TRIAL system, he then instructs the computer to conduct 

its search ~th these terms. TRIAL search commands are communicated to the computer 

by specifying ter,ms within parentheses and stating logical connections that must 

exist among the terms 1n order co cause a statement to be retrieved. 

l1(Chicago: Rand McNall)" 1964) 
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ST ATEMENT OF PROposifTOH ••• 

-----THCMOR-E-'fOCl1il.LY HETEROGENEOUS THE PARn IDENTIFIERS. TkE 

GOALS AND IDEOLOGY. 

AS WELL AS TO NONACTIVI S" SUPPORTERS. IT IS OFTEN OPEN 
------4T THEHIGHERI:'EVELS A~( i . INDEED. SOMHIf4ES AY THE 

A 
• • •• 

•• • wHERE ADAPT A TIC/! L ."~IMAL. nITER"'AL MA""GER I AL CONTROL 
- - ------15- DIFFICULT. fACTIQ:~AL-PWI; AL I SH MULTIPLIED, OPERATIONAL 

_E_F F I CI EHCY L.I~ELY TO Bf.JMP l l RED. AMD GOAL ORIENTATIONS 
------- AND IDEOLOGICAL Cc)NSENS!; S H. ;HLY NONCONGRUENT .. WHERE 
_______ ~A~D!'AP~T~A~T~I"O;:N~· :-'1~~~Ml!i.ll'IA"-L(>UQL. ; ONljEQUENCES FOR INHRNAL 

CONT."L ANIl PERSPECTllie . \III~ . COvBTLESS BE LE5$ SEVERE." 
______ :iLPe.._~-"'_1_. ____ ~ ____________ ~ _ _ __ __ 

SiATEMWT OF PROPOSITIOlh·. 

PARTY STRUCTURES ABSQRi,- CONFL I ; r 8ETWEEN THE GROUP GOIIL AND 
COALITION GOALS. 

_ _______ "' • .,.. "'T'fH.~E~SU;<;;BC"0"7A,,L-'-I.;-T~IO;; :, WI THI N ] <iE PIIRTY NAY BE 10ENT I F I ED 
VARIOUSLY--IN TER~" OF GEOGUPHICAL BOUNDARIES. ON THE 
BASIS Of ORGANIZA110NAb STA t u S, AS DEMOGRAPHIC OR SOCIAL ( 
CATEGORIES. OR ON THE BASIS ~F IDEOLOGICAL DIVISION. ••• ( 
... Il_COliEI.. ICT W_llli~ ~ THE PART'\ _ l4UST BE TOLERATED. AS A 
POWER-ASPIRING GiOUP. 'GREEDY' FOR NEW FOLLOWERS. THE PAR TY 

______________ ~QOES NOT SETTLE_- QNFLICT,. I ' DEFERS TH~ RESOLUTION OF 
CONFLICT. THE i .,RTV IS THUS t'O GENU iNE MEO I ATOR •• IT SEEKS 

'!iLATIONSHIPS AND INTERACTIONS 
: T5 WILL REMAIN COMMITTED TO 

__ Ut.E O~GAN I Z.M1!1!..c.tJ.'---'!!.!P:!P~t'-'6"'·"_-··CJll ___________________ _ 

~ -----. =-:;7.:------
STATEMENT OF PROPrI .lTl ON ... 

CONTROL IN TliE jARTV ·STRuctURE i~ NOT CENTRALIZED IN All 
_______ E LU E ._.~S-A.S£!! I.ILB Y THE ., I RO~L -"L"'A!.l!~'-"O'-'F:...>O"'L'-'I"' .. "'A"'R'_'C"'H!.!Y_'.c:.c:' ______ ____ __ 

_ ______ -,' ~~_ •• wL,TAK F.' ISSUE WITH THE J ECESSITY OF ONE CRUCIAL. 
/ ASSU"'PTION Iii THAT • I RON LA[1 <, ' THE ASSUMPTION THAT CONTRO L 
. OF TH'; PART!. STRUCTURE IS I.¥: XORABLY CONC ENTRATED IN THE 

HANDS OF A :ilNGLE LEADERS>il l' CORPS. THE TOP. ELITE. 
MANAGER I AL !'Jc~eU$ OF THE 5 T ,!U"-C"-,,TU,,-R,,E~ • .:.'.:.' _ ,-I p!:!.. _ 8!!.L1 ____ ______ _ 

,,----------'----- ---

~t!lt! tl --------------------
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The power of the search command inheres in the use of the standard logical 

operators: "not," "or," and "and." If the researcher wanted to search the 

abstracts for all statements about the relationship bet~~en "heterogeneity of 

party identifiers" snd "factionali ST. ," he would construct the following cotml8.nd' 

( {HETEROGE~{ .AND. IDENTIFIERS .AND. {FAcrION{) 

Placing a word between slashes defines it as a "root" hard, retrievIng any \"'Ord 

that begins t ... 1 til tho same root. Thus, /HETEROGEN/ would retrieve HETEROGENEOUS 

and HF.1'EROG~ICrTY. Ar: y n'..l:;!b~r of "nests" of paxentheses can be used to increase 

the fle:dbil ity of the logIcal statement. 

The first propositIon in Figure 2 would have been retrieved by the above 

sellrch co:ruiland . The computer would not only have printed out the "statement" 

of the proposition but 3150 the complete citation to the source, the summary 

of the entire study, and the elaboration attending the statement. Theoretically 

any number of searches can be made at anyone time on the computer. 

'the TRIAL system and the thes.:lurus of basic terms together {iill form the 

primary method of managing the information in the vast li terature auaHing the 

Parties prcject. The thesaurus {dll be central to whatever information retrieval 

teChniques a,:t:e used, but it is possible that computer techniques will be supplemented 

by fast acccss microfilm systems like Recordak's "Miracode" . ID the Miracode 

system, index codes are prepared for the keywords contained on each page of a book, 

article, etc. These codes are then automatically put on film as the pages are 

photographed. A search of the literature is conducted by placing a 100foot 

reel of 16mm microfilm in a special reader and entering the desired code numbers 

into the keyboard of the Mirncode console. The reader then searches the film images 

of the index codes and stops w~en the code metches a number entered on the console. 

The photograph of the page is displayed on a large viewing screen. If the researcher 

finds the information of interest to him, a hard copy will be produced at the press 

of a button. If he decides the screen does not show information he wants, he 
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presses another button and the search Is concinued. 

The possibilities of Miracode certainly deserve further investigation. The 

important point here is that technologIcal advances have produced some powerful 

tools for solVing problems In information retrieval. The enormous literature 

searching tasks of the comparative parties project may be made manageable by such 

tools. 

ProcessIng ~ ~ 

The comparative parties project will generate scores of variables on hundreds 

of political p~rties in almost one hundred countries. Electronic data processing 

methods will certaInly be needed to analyze these data effectively_ The basic 

12 
type of 8n31)'518 called for by the parties project is cross-tabulation of variables. 

For t unately, there are a variety of computer program~ already available to cross-

tabulate the parties date. The specific program that ~ill probably be used for 

most 1£ not all of tho data analysis 1s Nortbl-Jestern University's NUCROS, witten 

for the IBM 709. 

The NUCROS program is described in detail elsewhere, and only its main 

13 features will be sketched out here. In its present form, NUCROS can prepare up 

to 72 tables involving up to 40 different variables on a maximum of 9,999 cases. 

Each of the individual tables can consist of simple bivariate cross~tabulations or 

can involve third and fourth va~iables introduced as controls. The program provides 

for automatic recoding of variables, automatically identifying the tables with the 

variables involved in tbe croes- tabulation, and optional calculation of percentages, 

cbi-square values, and other Donparametric statistics. 

The data collected by my partIes courses were &n~lyzed with this program, 

enabling me to report the results of their research before their final exams. 

12cross-tabulatioD of political and social variables OD 115 countries was the 
method used by Arthur S. Banks and Robert B. Textor 1n preparing their Cross-Polity 
Surve~ (Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1963), a landmark study in comparative politics. 
Although they deak with countries rather than parties, the studies have definite 
parallels. 

13See Chapter Six in Kenneth Janda, ~ Processin&: A2plications ~ Po11tical 
ReSearch (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, forthcoming, 1965). 
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Selected cross-tabulations of data collected by these classes util be presented 

to illustrate the analyses that can be carried out with this approach a The data 

used In the cross-tabulations are squishy at best. Some of the information has 

been collected by mediocre to poor stude~ts; some even failed the course. 00 the 

other hand~ several students did absolutely first-rate jobs of research that I would 

be proud to call my O~. But the qunlity of these data is not at issue here, for 

the comparntive parties project proposes to re-collect all the information. Their 

data are reported io these tables only to illustrate the approach. 

One of the ~ables coristructed from the data collected by my 1963 parties class 

was designed to test Duvergerts proposition about the relationshIp between a party's 

baSis of organizatIon and its activities. This proposition was discussed in the 

first section of this paper. Table 1 presented a framework for testing the 

proFos! tion given the l<o:!ce~saI"y date. Table 2 is an exa.ct reconstruction of Table 1., 

except that Table 2 contains actual data collected on both concepts for 87 of 205 

non-African political parties. 

TABLE 2: RelationShip of Basis of Organization 
to Functional Orieutation of Activities 

Caucus Branch Cell-MIlitia 

Party activities: 

Contests elections (only) 

The above and educates politically 

The above and serves welfare role 

(Total Number of parties) 

68 

32 

o 

10<n 

(22) 

2 5 

85 35 

13 

1007. 

(45) (20) 

The data on these 87 parties clearly support Duverger's proposition. 

In addition to testing out propositloos t the data collected by the parties 

classes were veIL-suited to finding out the distribution of characteristics in 



20 

the population. Although Duverger talks about different types of party orlgins~ 

some forming inside parliament by legislators with siroilar interests and other 

forming outside the legislature by social organizations, he docs not have the data 

for telling \yhich origins occur most frequently. A br2ak-dolfrl of party origins for 

205 non-African ~nd 72 African parties is given in Table 3. According to these data, 

the one clear difference bet~ .... -gen Afzican and non-African parties Is that African 

parties ar~ more litcely to be formed outside the lcgi51eture~ 89 might be expected. 

TABLE 3: Distribution of Party 0r13~.ns for African 
and lIon~lcan Political Parties 

. -= 

Formed inside the legislature 
Splinter group from a~othe~ party 
Merger of t~o or more parties 
O'rgaD! zed by rcl!giou s leader s 

II II labor leaders 
" 1/ intellectuals 
It n regional, ethnic leaders 
" n promote specific issues 

Other condition of origin 
No information reported 

(Total number of parties) 

African 

3 
18 
18 

1 

3 
25 
11 
17 

4 

1007-

(72) 

Non-African 

9 
16 
15 

3 
5 
9 
3 
7 

18 
13 

ToOi 

(205) 
, _&;;:;; : • 

In ~~ver8e=rS analysis, th~ nature of a party's 'rigin is related to its 

politiCS. lIe contends that parties "1hich originate inside the legislature are 

more likely to be conservative than those originating outside. Table 4 cross-

tabulates condition of origin by ideological orientation for 113 non-African 

parties classified on both characteristics. As the data indicate, the pattern Is 

not clear in this case but seems ever so slightly to favor his proposition. 

The title to thi~ paper r2fers only to a "methodc!ogica!u .:lpproach to the 

comparative study of political parties. The Iftheoretical n 6spects of the approach 

can best be described as eclectic. The many concepts and theories proposed in 

Duverger's Political Parties have guided the development of the data gathering 

instrument to this point, and most of the theoretical notions of the project 
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TABLE 4: Condition of O:rigin by Ideological Orlent4t.lon, 
For Non .. African Parties Only 

Leftist 

Centerist 

Rightist 

<~u:nber of p~rties) 

Parliam~ntary origin of parties 

Inside 

31 

19 

50 

1007. 

(16) 

Split/Merger 

46 

24 

30 

1001. 

(50) 

Outside 

533 

15 

32 

1001\ 

(47) 

derive from Duverger. ~c data to be collected) ho~evcr. ~111 permit testing 

other propositions discloced throuso the search end retrlev"l ope:-atiolls. 

A sc~o;ncc never really c:aturcs until it con lay claim to pouerful theories 

th<:\t explain its data. Presumably, the comparati'l2 study of political parties 

aims at the developm~,t of a general body of theory that can be used to explain 

and predict th~ activities of partIes and party systems across the \-rorld. This 

study is not designed to make .a frontal .... ttack on the general problem of theory 

developttent. It C30, ho .. ever) contribute dir~ctly to the general assault by 

sharpening up concepts , proulding facts, and teg~1ns narrovNr~nge hypotheses and 

middle-range proposit1oos--the stuff out of which bodies of theory are made. 


