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This paper announces a new research project that has two objectives: (1) to collect data via the internet
on all significant political parties in fifty countries operating during the period 1995-2000, and (2) to
build a database for cross-national comparisons with existing data on parties operating in the same
countries during the period 1950-1962. If successful, this project will produce the only set of data that
can support cross-national research on political parties over a fifty-year time span--from the middle to
the end of the 20th century.

We chose the site of the World Congress of the International Political Science Association for this
announcement to invite scholars across the globe to participate in the project. Like any announcement,
the paper describes what is to come more than what has been achieved. It has four sections:

History: The International Comparative Political Parties Project
Moving History to the Internet

The Idea of Updating the ICPP Data

Devising an Approach to Updating the ICPP Data Via the Internet

b e

1. History: The International Comparative Political Parties Project

The proposed internet project has its origin in the International Comparative Political Parties (ICPP)
Project, which was founded at Northwestern University in 1966 by Kenneth Janda grant from the U.S.
National Science Foundation. From 1966 to 1971, the ICPP Project employed scores of students in
traditional (and painstaking) methods of library research to study all political parties that won at least
5% of the legislative seats over two elections during the time period 1950 to 1962 in a sample of 53
countries. A total of 158 parties were identified for study and included in the project.

The 53 countries were chosen from a universe of 93 major nations in the 1950s with some form of party
system. These systems were not necessarily democratic or competitive--for example, communist
nations were included. Fifty party systems were literally picked out of hats--five countries being drawn
from ten hats representing ten "cultural-geographical" areas of the world. Three countries that failed to
be drawn (United States, United Kingdom, and Canada) were added for substantive interest. In effect,
the set of countries is a stratified random sample of the world's party systems from 1950 to 1962.

Although our overall time period lasted 13 years (1950-1962), we coded parties on most of some 100
variables separately for the first "half" of the period (1950-56) and for the second "half" (1957-62). This
provided some opportunity to capture party movement on the coded traits. All variables were organized
into an explicit conceptual framework. As stated in Janda (1980):

The major concepts in the ICPP conceptual framework can be separated into those that pertain to
a party's external relations and those that relate to its internal organization. The analysis of a



Janda, Cousens, and Faber 2 2003 IPSA World Congress

party's external relations is judged according to eight concepts. institutionalization, governmental
status, social attraction, social concentration, social reflection, issue orientation, goal
orientation, and autonomy. Its internal organization can be analyzed according to the remaining
four concepts: degree of organization, centralization of power, coherence of behavior, and
involvement of its members.

The conceptual framework of the ICPP project consists of these major concepts plus
approximately 100 "basic variables" grouped into twelve corresponding "clusters" of variables.
Each basic variable within a cluster constitutes a specific indicator of the more abstract concept
which subsumes it. In most instances, the basic variables in these variable clusters are proposed
as alternative indicators of the concept represented by the cluster. Under the assumption that these
indicators are all adequately intercorrelated, they can be combined in an "additive" approach to
concept measurement. (p. 7)

The task of coding these parties using library resources was far more difficult than envisioned.
Eventually, the student researchers indexed 62,163 pages of material from 3,319 documents on party
politics in the 53 countries. Unfortunately, the NSF grant money (and student employment) ran out
almost ten years before the coding was done. The data set was not completed until 1979, when it was
released to the Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research as Study 7534. Appendix A
lists some of the articles, books, and dissertations that have used ICPP data.

To visualize the nature of the data in ICPSR Study 7534, see Figure 1. It graphs the distribution of all
158 parties for Variable 1.01, "Year of Origin," which is one of four indicators of the concept of
Institutionalization (older parties being more institutionalized). The two parties in the graph that were
scored as originating before 1833 were the U.S. Democrats (1828) and the British Conservatives (1832).

PRIOR TO 1833 || 2
1833-1845 || 2
1845-1858 |f 1
1859-1871 | 3
1872-1234 | -
1885-1297 || ¢
12g2-1910 | 1:
1911-1223 || -
1924-1936 | I -
1937-1245 | I
1950-1962 — 41 |
| | |
@ 16 20 36 40 50
Frequency
Voriable Mean 5td Dev M
Vi1al 29.93 28.97 158 YEAR OF QORIGIN

Figure 1: Parties Grouped in Thirteen-Year Periods for Year of Birth



Janda, Cousens, and Faber 3 2003 IPSA World Congress

2. Moving History to the Internet

Among the works listed in Appendix A, the major publication of the ICPP Project was Kenneth Janda,
Political Parties: A Cross-National Survey (New York: The Free Press, 1980). That 1,000+ page book
was divided into two Parts. Part I (the first 175 pages), was titled "Variables, Codes, and Summary
Statistics." It set forth the conceptual framework of the project, described the method for scoring parties
on each of the 100+ variables, explained how these variables were combined into reliable scales to
measure the major dimensions of variation in party organization and activities, and summarized the
basic data for all 158 parties.

Part II (the remaining 900 pages), titled "Information on Political Parties by Country," consisted of 53
chapters, one per country, organized into ten world regions. Each chapter began with a brief essay that
described the country's party politics during 1950-1962 and traced the parties' histories to 1978. The
bulk of Part II, however, consisted of computer printout of the coding values for each variable on every
party, reporting how the variable was scored and explaining (in words) why it was coded so.

Although too expensive for individual purchase ($100 in 1980), Political Parties: A Cross-National
Survey was widely acquired by libraries as a reference work and even reprinted once before it went out
of print in the late 1980s. Unfortunately, few copies now remain, and using the ICPP data in research is
difficult without access to that source.

In the 1990s, the Free Press assigned the book's copyright to Janda, who began plans to scan the text and
put the book on his web site. Part I of Political Parties now exists in its entirety on the internet at
http://janda.org/icpp/ICPP1980/index.htm, and portions of Part II are also available there. All
pagination in the original text was preserved in posting the text on the web site. For example, page 109
in Political Parties is a single page on the web site--numbered as page 109--that contains exactly the
same information as the same page in the book. The only difference is that the text on the web page is
presented in a single column, whereas the book is printed in a double-column format. Also, the data
tables in the book have been converted to graphs on the web site, and the web site is helpfully
augmented with navigational aids. Nevertheless, a scholar can cite the published book directly by citing
any page on its web site.

3. The Idea of Updating the ICPP Data

Moving the parent text to the internet should facilitate use of the existing ICPP data for 1950-1962. It
also creates the potential for collecting new data on parties in the same countries at the end of the 20th
century to compare with the data at mid-century. Instead of employing research assistants to conduct
library research to code the parties (an expensive, painstaking, and time-consuming method), expert
judges across the world could use the same basic coding rules to code the parties for the six years from
1995 through 2000. Those six years at the end of the 20th century would match the six years from
1957-62 and nearly match the seven years from 1950-56--the two halves of the original 1950-62 period.

Remember that the original ICPP Project studied national party systems roughly a half century ago. Not
all the parties that existed then lasted throughout the 1970s, and fewer of the original parties exist today.
Indeed, not all the countries that existed then exist now. Here are the ten cultural-geographical areas and
the original ICPP countries represented within each:
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ANGLO-AMERICAN CULTURE AREA
United States of America, United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Ireland, India, and
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (dissolved in 1963)

WEST CENTRAL EUROPE
Austria, France, Federal Republic of Germany (now includes the former West and East Germanies),
Greece, Portugal

SCANDINAVIA AND BENELUX
Denmark, Iceland, Sweden, The Netherlands, Luxembourg

SOUTH AMERICA
Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela

CENTRAL AMERICA
Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua

ASIA AND THE FAR EAST (note that India is included in the Anglo-American Culture Area)
Burma (now Myanmar), Cambodia (Kampuchea), Indonesia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea
(North Korea), Malaya (now Malaysia)

EASTERN EUROPE
Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Russia (formerly Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), and German
Democratic Republic (formerly East Germany, dissolved in 1990)

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Sudan, Tunisia, Lebanon, Iran, Turkey

WEST AFRICA
Dahomey (now Benin), Ghana, Guinea, Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso), Togo

CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA
Central African Republic, Chad, Congo-Brazzaville (now People's Republic of the Congo), Kenya,
Uganda

Of the original 53 countries, two are no longer recognized as nations. The Federation of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland dissolved in 1963, reemerging as three separate nations Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi; and
the former German Democratic Republic was united with the Federal Republic of Germany in 1990.
While party politics in Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi cannot be meaningfully compared with party
politics in the former Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, it seems reasonable to compare party
politics in the Federal Republic of Germany before and after the merger.

Although the former USSR was succeeded by Russia, a much smaller country, it also seems reasonable
to compare party politics in Russia with party politics in the former USSR. Conversely, the Federation
of Malaya was succeeded by an enlarged country, Malaysia, that now includes the former British
colonies of Sarawak and Sabah. Here too, comparisons seem appropriate to party politics over time. A
few other countries changed names over the years without fundamentally altering their boundaries. Of
course, the political systems in many countries changed radically, but that simply complicates--rather
than invalidates--comparison of parties over time.

Assuming that we can compare parties over time for 51 of the original countries, two questions arise:
(1) How many of the original parties remain for comparison in 1995-2000? (2) How many new parties
in 1995-2000 meet the original criterion for study, winning 5% of seats over two or more successive
elections? It's easier to answer the first question than the second.

Even answering how many of the original 158 parties still exist in 1995-2000 is problematic. First, note
that only 124 parties functioned throughout 1950-1962. Some (135) operated only during the first half
of the period (1950-56), and others (147) operated only in the second half (1957-62). So there was
substantial change then even over only thirteen years.
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If we ask which of the 147 parties that closed out the first period continued into 1995-2000, the best
estimate now (without detailed research on each country) is 82 parties, or 56%. Of course, the attrition
was greater in some regions (e.g., Africa) than in others (e.g., Anglo-America).

If we ask how many new parties in 1995-2000 were created since 1962, the estimate in the absence of
detailed research is even rougher, but it appears that there were approximately 70. Adding 70 new
parties to the estimate of 82 continuing parties produces a total of 152 parties operating in 1995-2000.
Given that 147 parties in 53 met our criterion of holding 5% of the seats over two or more elections in
1957-62, one may not be surprised that, fifty years later, some 152 parties met the same criterion in 51
countries. It would have been more surprising if the numbers were vastly different.

Although research on party politics comes in different forms and serves different purposes, much
scholarly effort can be divided into two types: studies that treat individual parties as units of analysis and
those that focus on party systems Scholars primarily interested in how parties change over time may
wish to compare the approximately 82 parties in 1995-2000 with the same parties in the earlier period.
Scholars who are more interested in how party systems change over time will care less whether the same
parties were active at the end of the century than in mid-century. For either set of scholars, updating the
ICPP data from 1950-1962 to 1995-2000 seems to be worthwhile.

4. Devising an Approach to Updating the ICPP Data Via the Internet

For some years, researchers have conducted opinion surveys over the internet. People fill out structured
questionnaires at their computers and send their demographics and opinions off to be tallied by
researchers. No special knowledge is needed to fill out these straightforward and relatively simple
forms. The commercial computer technologies designed for that task are not suited to this one. More
relevant to this project is the "expert survey" of parties' ideological positions being undertaken by
Michael Laver and Kenneth Benoit at Trinity University in Dublin. Although their effort pertains
directly to parties research, it too is more focused in its scope. (Unfortunately, we know little about this
effort apart from e-mail messages from Laver and Benoit.)

The procedure devised to update the ICPP data was constructed from scratch, without suitable research
models or prior experience with data collection over the internet. Although the basic procedure has been
devised, it will not be implemented until after the IPSA World Congress to benefit from comments and
criticism by participants in the panel. At present, the procedure involves two separate stages with
several steps within each stage:

Stage 1. Announcement of the research with an invitation to participate
This is located at http://janda.org/icpp/online/announcement.htm

Stage 2. Access to participation and gateway to the data collection stage
This is located at http://janda.org/icpp/online/forms/form00.htm

Perhaps the best way to explain the procedure is to illustrate it by reproducing the key web pages posted
on each of the sites above. At the URL for Stage 1, users encounter the page in Figure 2. This page
briefly explains the purpose of the project and invites those who might be interested in serving as expert
judges to proceed through three separate steps:
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Figure 2: Web page at janda.org/icpp/online/forms/form00.htm

Navigation path: Armmouncement (home page)

International Comparative Political Parties Project -- 21st Centun: Iniiative

The International Corparattee Political Parties (ICPP) Project was founded at Nortlwestem Unsrersity in 1966 by Ferneth JTanda
under a grant from the 7.5, Mational Seience Foundation. In a paper delrvered at the 2003 Woild Congress of the Intemational
Political Science Association in Dwhban, South Africa (June 20-July 4 ), Janda, Jeffrey Cousens, and Michael J. Faber propose a 2 1sf
Cenfury Inifiafive building on last centwy's ICFP Project.

In addition to pumerous scholarly works using ICPP data, the major publication of the I[CPP Project was Kenneth Janda, Folifical
FParfies: A Cross-Nafional Survey (Hew York: The Free Press, 1980). That 1,000+ page book provided imformation on 158 political
parties operating fromn 1950 to 1962 in 53 countries repregenting all world regions, political cultures, and types of party systems.
The book also traced the parties' histories through 1978, Long out of print, Folifical Parfies exists in its entirety on the Intemmet at 4
Cross-Nafional Survey.

ICPP's 21st Cenaury Initiafive seeks help from party experts across the world in updating and extending the data on these
party systems to the year 2000, Thoss who participate can obtaim imnediate access to the orginal gquantitattve data in SPS3S format
and will recerve preferential access to the wpdated data as soon ag the new databagze 18 prepared.

Whereas the 1980 publication relied on scores of graduate students in painstaking hbrary researely, the 2 1sf Cenfury Inifiafive exploits
the power of the Intemnet to collect structured data on theoretically important variables on political parties from scholars acioss the
world.

"Expert judges" will {ill out web-based forms, custonized for each variable, rating specific parties for wlach they have knowledge.
Their ratings will be electronically enteved into a complex databage. [ count on having wmltiple judges for each party to increase data
guality. This new databage, when joined with the old, will support comparattve analysis of party organization and issue positions
acrogs half a centy.

If you are interested in serving as an expert judge, please proceed through these steps:

1. Go to the list of countries and parties to see whether any match your expertise.
2. If gatisfied, then go to the list of varables to leam which party traits are under study.
3. If you ame able and willing to contribute to this project, please reply--stating your research interest and ability.

I will attemnpt to answer all who reply to this announcement--screening out any fitrolous responses and providing passwods to
serious contnbutors for access to participation. If you have questions, please wiite me at k-janda@nor thwesfern. edu.
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Those who click on the link for Step 1 then go to the page reproduced as Figure 3. That page describes
what countries are available to research, and it states--to the best of our current knowledge--which of our
original parties still operate and what new parties are on the scene. Michael Faber is improving our
inventory of parties that meet our criterion for inclusion in 1995-2000.

Figure 3: List of Countries and Parties

Paih: [CPP announcement > List of countries

International Comparative Political Parties Project - 21st Centun Iniiafive

53 Couniries in the ICPP Project

The 53 countries were chogen fiom a unreerse of 93 major nations with some form of party system (not necessanly democratic or
competittve) in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Fifty party sytems were literally picked out of hats in 1966--ffve countries being
drawn from ten hats representing ten "cultwal-geographical” areas of the woild. Three countries not drawn by chance (UTnited States,

United Fingdorn, and Canaca) were added for substantive interest. In effect, the set of countries iz a stiatified random sample of the
world's party systems from 1950 to 1962,

Mote that the original ICPP Project stucied the party systems in these countries roughly a half centwy ago. Mot all the parties that
exdste] then lasted tlooughout the 1970z (See Chapter 15, "Continmty and Change, 1950-1978), and fewer exst today. Indeec, not all

the counfries that existed then exst now. Here are the ten cultural-geographical aveas and the original ICPP countiies represented
within each:

ANGLO-AMERICAN CULTURE AREA
Thnited States of Sonerics, Tidted Fingdom, Sustralia, Hewr Sealand, Canada, Feland, bdia, snd Federation of Fhodesia g Frasaland (dissobeed i
19637
WEST CENTRAL EUROFPE

Doctria, France, Federal Bepablic of Cemtatrne (hchades the foomer Weet snd Eaet Ceomandes], Greece, Porbayzal
SCANDINAVIA AND BENELUX

Drevanardi, Teeland, Sareden, The Hetherlands | Tnssrborz
SOUTH AMERICA
Eonador, Paramay, Pena, Tuguay, Wenemiels
CENTRAL AMERICA
Catba, Drosninican Fepnablic, El Sateador, Gaaternala, Hicarama
ASIA AND THE FAR EAST (rwote that Budis is fnchaded i the Srglo-fenerican Culbome Sres)
Enmna thoner MEesromar], Canbodia (Fangnaches], ldonesia, Danomatic People's Fepublic of Forea (Morth Fores), Ilaloes o Blalareia)
EASTERN EVROFE
ATbania, Bulgaria , Himgarye, Fussis (foomerhe Thior of Sowdet Socialist Republics), snd Geoman Danomstic Bepublic fonnerhy East Cemmaroy,
diccolred i 19907
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Sudan, Timdeia, Lebavwon, an, Tidieye
WEST AFRICA
LDrahwatiey (hunar Bendh), Ghata, Ouihes, Tpper Wolta (e Brarkiing Faeo’), Togo
CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA

Ceritral Sfrican Fepublic, Chad, Congzo-Braemwalle e People's Repuablic of the Congo’), Ferees , Tizatuda

Clicking on a country name takes you to lists of the ornginal parties in owr study and to other parties that onginated after our time
period and that exsted m 2000.

If you can identify any contemporary party listed under any of these countries about which
you have some knowledge, pleage return to the announcement and precede to step #2.

etum to ICPP announcement
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Those who click on the link for Step 2 are taken to the page in Figure 4, which outlines the conceptual
framework of the ICPP Project and provides links to pages in Political Parties that explain how each
variable was originally coded. (Those pages are not shown here.)

Figure 4: List of Variables

Path: ICFP announcement = Lizt of variables

International Comparative Political Parties Project -- 21st Centuny nifiative
List of Variables

The ICPP Project scored party traits on approxmately 100 variables orgamized into an explicit conceptual framework. As stated in
FPolifical Parfies: A Cross-Nafional Survey (p. T):

The major concepts i the ICPP concepbaal foanearords carbe separsted ido those that pertain to o paty's exbemal reations ad those that
Telate to s nbemal organization. The aabeeis of & party's exderial relatione is pudzed accordmg to eight concepts: fshtummyalinatm
Eoverranerdal statws, sonal athracion. sonal covcatraiion sonial refferion Tise criataion. foad credaion. and autovey. e Dderal
orgarization car be amabrmed according to the ranaining fom concepts: degree of orgmEzation. certralizatiom of power. cofwrence of befxaviar,
and Brvolveserd of ite mermbers .

The corwepbiaal frameeaords of the ICPE project cotwists of these major concepts phis spprodmately 100 "bacic warisbles" grovped fito bl
comespotding Mchasters " of wariables. Each bacic variahle within 4 chaster constibates 4 specific idicator of the more ghetract corcept which
cubamnes it Bohost metarces | the bacic waridbles i thece waridble chisters are proposed ac altemative mdicators of the corcept Tepreserded b
the chaster. Thuder the acopvption that these hdicators are all adequatelyr fdercormelated, they can be combined i an "wdditiee " spprowd to
COTLCEpt Me ettt

B schermatic disgran of the ICPP corwepbial fravemod; is preserted i Table 1.4 [beloa], which reveals the ronvber of basic warighles
aubanned mder each major corwcept.

Clicking on the major concept takes you to the st of wanables. Then clicking on the vanable will take you to the page in Polifical
FParfies: A Cross-Nafional Survey that describes its conceptual and operational definitions. You need not know about all the
rariables to contilbute infonmation. Knowledge about even one varlable 13 welecomed.

TABLE 1.4 The ICPP Conceptual Framework

Comuepis Ho. of Basic Variahles
EXTERMAL RELATIONS
Tstitstiotualisatioe T
Cromremrametital Stabie E
Social Support--teanmed by
Social Straction B
Social Comcerdration B
Social Beflection B
Leoe Omientation 13
Groal Cojerdation 33
Aozt oruotey 3
IMTEEMAL OFGAHLTL TION
Dipes of Orzanination T
Ceriralization of Ponarer EE
Cohererce B
Frmroturertent B
Ho. of Basic Variahles 111

Sew_Chapter 14: "Walidating the Concepbial Froveaods " for anpirical acsecanerite of religbilitye and walidity.

Fetwn to [CPF announcement
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Those who proceed to Step 3 encounter a registration form, reproduced as Figure 5. We need to screen
those who offer expert knowledge about political parties to ensure data quality control, but all serious
registrants will be provided access codes that admit them to Stage 2: Access to participation in the
updating project and to the gateway to the data collection stage.

Figure 5: Registration Form for Access to Updating

Path: Arvmouncement = Begistration form (MOTE: &g of Tune 25, 2003, this formn has NOT been actrrated)

ICPP 21st Century Initiative

Thank you for replying to the anmouncement of my project to update data on the world's political parties.
Kenmeth Janda

Each registered participant in the initiatre will obtain these benefits:

« immecliate access to a portable SP35 file with the data for 158 parties in the 53 countries contained in the original study
coverning the 1950z and early 1960z

« preferential access to the quantitattve data file prepared for all parties updated as of the fist decade of the 21st century--being
notified as soon as the data collection iz completed and the data become available for analysis.

« 1egistiation as a parficipafing scholar n the 21st Century Initiatmre--becormning able to identify and contact others with sirilar
mnterests in party politics who also register as participating scholars.

To ingure the guality of data collected ower the mtemmet, [ must msure that prospectve participants are serious. Therefore, [ ask each
person who offers to be an Expert Judge on party traits to register as a participant by filling out the form below:

Registration form

Farmily name: |

Giiven naine: I
Institutional or oigarizational affiliation:

Departrnent or subdmision:

| Status':[ Faculty il
City: |
Country: |
e-1mail acldress: I

repeat e-mail address: |
Baiefly state the parties and topics on which you can contrbute information:

.
-

When finighed, please press:
If everything iz in order, I'll send a confinmation that containg information granting you access to the coding forms. I'll alzo supply

mstmctions on how to download the SPS3S dataset.

| Thankyou for parficipaing
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Registered participants will obtain the access codes that allow them to enter the "gateway" page to 53
coding forms--one for each of the ICPP variables selected for updating in 1995-2000. This page has not
yet been password-protected, so anyone can access it at the URL given under Stage 2 above.

Figure 6: Gateway to Coding Forms Home Page

NOTE: This site is under construction and non-operative (JTune 23, 2003)
Path: Gateway to formns home page

International Comparative Political Parties Project -- 21st Continy Iniiative

Gateway to forms for submitting information on variables

Below is the list of variables for which we need information about parties in ICPP countries in the year 2000. Please click on the name of
atwy variable or variables for which you can provide indoration on any party in the original set of parties or new parties in exstence in
2000. That action will take you to a form for submitting information about the variable.

Wear of orgim heeded ondy I origin i dicpagted) Soree of Himds
Harre chamgzes feeded onbe if rare wras changed) Sonarce of mermbers
Organimational discortiroit: Sonrce of leadsrs
Le ip © etitiom Eelationes with dorrestic parties
Electoral and legislatite mstability wrill e Felations writh foreigp orgarndzations
corpnited fropm electoral data for conmdries Degree of Organization varishles
Gronrerromert disoriimination Btsresiveness of orgardstion
Curremonertal leadership Entereitreness of orgapdmation
Cabiret perticipatios Frequerusy of local mestings
Hatiopial particiption Frequetwy of natiomal mestings
Electoral and legislative strengath will be Mairtairirg
copvpnated oot electoral data for conmdries D . re:fords o
Sodal Atiracion variahles c S SL_P iahl
These scores will be meated frosh rational s . .
Issue Ordentation variahles H ot
i of s of . Selecting the rutional leader
: ale i ec ic plim i:]l;cr.mg parlisertary cardidates
Redistribtion of vesth . citing funds
Social welfurs AT
Serularizstion of socisty uereling e
s Admimisterivg discip
Suprport of the wilitry . .
L Tt inT
it P eaderchip -:_ocn.c
e prticipati Coherendce variahles
- participati Legiclatfue cobesion
Eterference vwith civil Hherties ?Dﬁﬁm sctiomalicen
2
ial Telati Strategic m.'tav:_m:alfammmhm
S I— Invelvenent varables
. of Mlaberchip reqairetnerts
Goal Driendai sl Erslup paticp
Tolaterial frocerdives
L wtitinre cirate
e = Iaposive cerdives
Doctrinicm
Parconalion

[ will atternpt to answer all who reply to tlis anmouncement--gereening out any fitvolous responses and providing passwords to serlous
contributors for access to participation. If you heve questions, please wiite me at kjanda @norfhwestern.edu.

Note also that are not yet active links to all 53 forms, for not all have been completed. Users who click
on an active link will be taken to the coding form for that link. Consider the form for the first variable,
"Year of Origin," which is reproduced below in Figure 7.
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Figure 7: Coding Form for Variable 1.01, "Year of Origin"

Path: Cratevray to foomes = Vedr of origin

Indemational Conparative Folitical Parlies (ICFFP) Frojent Expeat Radings of Political Parlies
Trumak pou for pavticiating as g "Expert Sdee "

Pleace tead abonat hunar to code the warisble ramved beloar by didang on s nd:
That wrill opery the coding etnactiors @ 4 v witdoer to facilibate side-teecide coprparicor.
Conrplete the fomm, and sobimnit 3.

Coding form for variable 1.01 -- Year of Origin

Pleace e¥Eer WO Hatte I
Hame of the panty beirz rated: I
Harme of oumary i which the party exdets:

The "year of origin” refers to the wear in which the activists organized for the purpose of pursuing their goal rather than the wear in which the party first prezented
candidates for an election—slthough the two may often be the same. Tear of origin is coded by entering a1l four digiks of the year. [The originad stwly used ondy the last
twro digits, cansing o YEK problem.] The larger the walue, the younger the party and the lower its seore on this indicator of institurionalization.

AT 158 original parties in the ICPF stwly were seored for “wear of origin,” so there is no need to reseore thic wariable for these parties wmless you dizagres with the
Fa.r Phat we assigmed. F eourse, we do need the year of origin for new parties. Pleace evter in the field OHLY the year in whdch the party wras fommned:

Explanation of codityz Guodce (3 brief explaation mmest be provided):

List argr conarces cited v the oz abowe . K 1o sonmees warere cited, type "foze". ('Elel‘tblanl-:,mmncn;.j

Pleace check yonar coding choice shd explanation for acomany and corweistercy.
"Whet yon are finiched , press Submit to it yor coding decisiorn.

Thamds o for yonar help. o'l soon receive cordinmation of yonar subiticsioe.
X yona hamre questions or cotterets | please send them to fforadaEramtioees e adu

This form allows the "free" entry of a value for year of origin. The next example (Figure 8) requires the
coder to pick one code from a set of codes. Regardless of whether the code is entered freely or picked
from a set of options, users cannot simply state a code; they must write a brief explanation of the coding
choice. The form will not be accepted upon submission without text entered in the box for
"explanation."

Following the practice in original ICPP Project, we think it critically important to data quality control
for experts to explain their choices. This will help us interpret why two or more experts assigned
different scores for the same variable to the same party. Naturally, we welcome multiple experts to code
the same variables for the same party, for similarity of coding by independent judges improves
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reliability. When confronted with strikingly different codes, however, we need some means to resolve
the difference, and the coding explanations will help.

Figure 8: Coding Form for Variable 5.01: Government Ownership of Production

Path: Cratenary to foome = 5.01 Govenromerit Chamership

Idematicnal Conparative FPolitical Parties (LCFF) Froject Expai Ralings of Political Parlies
Themak you fov povticpanng as a "Fapet Judge "

Pleace Tead abonat huear to code the wariable runred beloar bee diidkdng om ibs Bind:
Tht wrill opet the coding hetmuctions 4 e windoer to facilitate side-by-cide comparicon.
Corrplete the fomm, and adbenit it

Coding form for variable 5.01 -- Government Ownership of Means of Production

Pleace ehier WO Futie: I
Harme of the party beirg rated: I
Mame of coumdry v which the party exdsts: I

Pleace check the o rext to one wabie in the set beloar that--on the basis of o kaoarledge--most closelr matches the party's poosition o this issue during the
padod fromn 1995 thoowgh 2000, K the party's position changed durirg the period or sitwce ther, pleace briefhe note that aloo when explaihing yor coding choice
helonar,

D +5 FRO-sirong: Strorgghe favors gowrenrenett cmtwership; adwocates gomremrensnd caership of all bacic dastries; adwocates gotemorerd cmership of
st of production gererally.

+4 Indemnediate vahie bebaeet +5 and +3
':::'+3 FRO-muoderabe: Fivors ip; adwocates ip of sorhe basic dastries ok not 411 adwocates acquiring sothe

FOTRETTIHE T COFEeTshiD; EOTETT AT CrAeTship all; qQUITTtE

+2 Indemnediate vahie bebaeet +3 and +1
D +1 PRO-weaki: Dccepts cotme goverrarert omrership bt mainbe favors mmore gotemronert regalation; adwocates active Tegnlation of prodaction amd
markietihg activities of basic dudustries; adwocates sorgzer regnlation.

':::' 0 NEUTRAL: Fuwhides smmbigaos or cordradictory positions

':::' -1 CON-weak : Socepts cothe goverroterit cdtership; opposes odmership spreading to a1l bacic fvdastries; opposes gowerrorerd acquicition of 4 g
ndustry not mder govemvenerd oarership; accepts Ommert gonemrdterd regalatiors .

-2 Indberrnediate wrahie bebaeen -1 and -3
D -3 CON-anvoderate: Opposes govenatert oarership; opposes oatership it privciple for s basic dustry; adwocates Tebming 4 giver @oUemrtrerd-
onaed Tudustry to private omrership; aduvocates wwreabier Tegnlatione .

-4 Indemnediate vahie bebaeen -3 and -5
D -5 CON-sloong: Strorghe opposes goveniterd cwrership; opposes eve gotemrenerd egnlation of production sl mareting activities of ddastries
oither thah minitnal requirettents for health, cafety, and horesty; Mrzes repeal of ommerd regnlatione.

Explanation of codityz dhuoice (3 boief explaration st be provided):

Lict argyr sonrces cited i the box dbowee. B 3o souarces warere cibed, type "o fﬁlﬁbm,mmgm.j

Pleace check yonar coditg dhodce and explaation for acomace and corwsistercy.
ety prond are fiviched , precs Submit to trananit yor coditys decision.
Tharik: yon for yor help. Vo'l soon receiwre confinmation of yoor subenicsioe.
¥ yona huamre quiestions or corrererds | please send them to Gjoradai@Eramtinester ade
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As most amateur web designers realize, it is relatively easy to design forms to collect information, but it
is another matter to capture the information in a data base. That requires more than knowing how to use
a web-creation program. One must know how to write or use computer scripts that interface between the
web browser running on a computer somewhere on the internet and the specific computer that you
designate to collect and process the data. Typically, such scripts are called "cgi" scripts (for "common
gateway interface"), and they are written in computer languages such as Perl, Java, or C++.

Jeffrey Cousens wrote a general cgi script in Perl to handle all 53 forms. The data for all variables are
recorded in six tab-delimited fields--name, party, country, value, explanation, and sources--plus a seven
"hidden" field that reveals which variable is being coded. The data from this flatfile can then be
imported into a data base management program, such as FileMaker Pro, that facilitates searching and
sorting of the internet input for the purposes of data checking and cleaning. Ultimately, the data will be
exported into a cleaned file for subsequent analysis. The data will be released first to those who helped
code the parties on the variables, and then to the general scholarly community.

For each completed form successfully submitted and accepted, the user receives confirmation of the
submission and a notice of thanks. The user can then return to the gateway and code a different variable
using a different form, or code the same variable for a different party—using a duplicate form.

Note that this internet project is likely to generate a considerable amount of information from
participants across the world. One cannot determine now the amount of information to be generated, but
we can make an estimate from some reasonable assumptions. Let's assume that 150 parties will be
identified for coding during 1995-2000. Let's also assume that, on the average, three participants will
send in codes for each party on each of the 53 variables. Multiplying 150 x 3 x 53 = 23,850 entries into
our flatfile data base. This raw information will need to be sorted by parties and by variables, and then
evaluated before assigning any specific codes to parties in a clean data base. So some time will pass
before the research is complete and the data made available.

Our plan is to notify users periodically of the coding progress. Assuming that enough experts volunteer
to code these variables and that the technology works as planned, we hope to have a cross-national data
set to release to the participants at the end of two years. In any event, this project should help party
scholars everywhere understand whether this is a viable method for collecting cross-national data on
political parties over the internet.

Appendix A

Gillies, Robin. 1979. "Social diversity of political parties: sources and consequences." Northwestern University: PhD
Dissertation, 1979.

Harmel, Robert, Robert, Alex Tan, and Kenneth Janda. 1995 "Substance v. Packaging: An Empirical Analysis of Parties'
Issue Identity," paper delivered at the 1995 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago,
September 1.

, Alex Tan, and Kenneth Janda. 1995 "Performance, Leadership, Factions, and Party Change: An Empirical
Analysis," West European Politics, 18 (January, 1995), 1-33.

and Kenneth Janda. 1994 "An Integrated Theory of Party Goals and Party Change," in Journal of Theoretical
Politics, 6 (July, 1994), 259-287. Reprinted in Steven B. Wolinetz, (Ed.), Political Parties (Hampshire, U.K.,
Dartmouth Publishing, 1998).

and Kenneth Janda. 1982 Political Parties and Their Environment: Limits to Reform?. New York: Longman,
1982.



Janda, Cousens, and Faber 14 2003 IPSA World Congress

and Kenneth Janda. 1978 Comparing Political Parties. American Political Science Association, Washington,
D.C., 1978.

. 1977. "Relative impacts of contextual and internal factors on party decentralization: a cross national
analysis." Northwestern University: PhD Dissertation, 1977.

Haung, Teh-Fu. 1987 "Party ideologies, interest representation, and national development: covariance structure and
regression analyses of cross-national data." Northwestern University: PhD Dissertation, 1987.

Janda, Kenneth. and Tyler Colman. 1998 "Effects of Party Organization on Performance during the 'Golden Age' of Parties,"
Political Studies, 46 (1998), 611-63. Reprinted in Richard I. Hofferbert (ed.), Parties and Democracy: Party
Structure and Party Performance in Old and New Democracies. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 1999. Pp. 189-
210.

. 1993 "Comparative Political Parties: Research and Theory," in Ada W. Finifter (ed.), Political Science: The
State of the Discipline II. Washington, D.C.: American Political Science Association, 1993. Pp. 163 191. Also
published as "Sravnitel'noe izuchenie politicheskikh partii," in G. Golosov and L. Galinka (eds.), Sovremennaia
Sravnitel'naia Politologiia (Moscow: Moscow Public Science Foundation, 1997) ["Comparative Study of Political
Parties," in Contemporary Comparative Politology, translated by G. Golosov]

. 1989 "Regional and Religious Support of Political Parties and Effects on Their Issue Positions,"
International Political Science Review, 10 (1989), 349-370. Reprinted in John Madeley (ed.), Religion and Politics,
a volume in the International Library of Politics and Comparative Government (UK: Ashgate Publishing Limited,
2002).

and Desmond King. 1985 "Formalizing and Testing Duverger's Theories on Political Parties," Comparative
Political Studies, 18 (July, 1985), 139-169. Reprinted in Steven B. Wolinetz, (Ed.), Political Parties (Hampshire,
U.K., Dartmouth Publishing, forthcoming).

1983 "Cross-National Measures of Party Organizations and Organizational Theory," European Journal of
Political Research, 11 (Winter, 1983), 319-332.

and Robin Gillies. 1983 "How Well Does 'Region' Explain Political Party Characteristics?" Political
Geography, 2 (1983), 197-203.

. 1982 "Managing Qualitative Information and Quantitative Data on Political Parties," Social Science
Information Studies, 2 (1982), 113-129.

. 1980 Political Parties: A Cross-National Survey. New York: The Free Press, 1980.

. 1980 "A Comparative Analysis of Party Organizations--U.S., Europe, and the World," in William J. Crotty
(ed.), The Party Symbol. San Francisco: W. H. Freeman, 1980. Pp. 339-358.

. 1979 Comparative Political Parties Data, 1950-1962. Ann Arbor, Michigan: Inter-University consortium for
Political and Social Research, 1979.

. 1975 "A World-Wide Study of Political Parties," in Benjamin Mittman and Lorraine Borman (Eds.),
Personalized Data Base Systems. New York: Wiley, 1975. Pp. 129-137.

and Robin Gillies. 1975 "Social Aggregation, Articulation, and Representation of Political Parties: A Cross-
National Analysis," paper delivered at the 1975 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San
Francisco.

. 1971 "Conceptual Equivalence and Multiple Indicators in the Cross-National Analysis of Political Parties,"
paper delivered at the Workshop on Indicators of National Development, sponsored by ISSC/UNESCO/ECPR and
held in Lausanne, Switzerland, August 9 14, 1971.

. 1971 "Diversities Among Political Parties in Industrialized Societies," paper delivered at the Symposium on
Comparative Analysis of Highly Industrialized Societies, sponsored by the International Social Science Council and
held in Bellagio, Italy, August 1-17, 1971.

. 1970. "A Conceptual Framework for the Comparative Analysis of Political Parties," Sage Professional
Papers in Comparative Politics, 01-002. Edited by Harry Eckstein and Ted Gurr. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications,
1970. Pp. 75-126.

. 1970 "Data Quality Control and Library Research on Political Parties," in Raoul Naroll and Ronald Cohen
(Eds.), The Handbook of Method in Cultural Anthropology. New York: Natural History Press, 1970. Pp. 962-973.

. 1968 "Retrieving Information for a Comparative Study of Political Parties,"in William J. Crotty (ed.),
Approaches to the Study of Party Organization. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1968. Pp. 159-215.

Katz, Richard S. 1980 Theory of Parties and Electoral Systems. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1980.
Kwak, Jin-Young. 1997 "The social bases of political parties in Korea and Japan: measuring dimensions of social support."
Northwestern University: PhD Dissertation, 1997.

Thomas, John Clayton. 1974. "The decline of ideology in the west: a longitudinal study of the changing public policy
orientations of political parties in twelve nations." Northwestern University: PhD Dissertation, 1974.

Welfling, Mary. 1973 "Political Institutionalization: Comparative Analysis of African Party Systems." Sage Professional
Papers in Comparative Politics. Edited by Harry Eckstein and Ted Gurr. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications, 1973.



