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For more than len years, I have hesn pursuing the poal of ar empirically-
bused analysis of politheal parties across the world. 1 became taken by the idea
when teaching the wndergraduate pariies course for the flrst time in 1962, 1
believed that onc could construct a set of coding categories for the prominent
variables in party theory and then extracl from library sources the information
necessary Lo score parties in different countries on those variables for the purpose
of testing theory. After experimeniing with this idea in my classes and adapiing
some information precessing lechnology to my problem, ! sought and coblained
funds from the National Scienge Foundalion in late 1986 for my International
Comparalive Polilical Parties Project. My NSF support ended in 1971 hefare the
project was finished, but I am pleasad to report that the data collection phase has
finally ended and that the data will soon be available for distributinn through the
Inter- University Consertivm for Political Research.

The ICPP data set pertaing to 155 political partles opexating in 52 countries
roghly from 1950 to 1962, with the exaet time period adjusted somewhat for
particular counlries. The countries constitute a stratified siemple of five countries
selected at mndom from each of ten colfural-peographic areas of the wotld, with
the U.5. and LK. being added when they were not drawn in the sample. Parties
within each counbry were selected for sludy cpon meeting some mininum levels
of slrength and dability, For legal parties, we required Lhat they hold at least five
per cent of the sests in the lower house of the legislature during lwo seslons in
nur time period, For illegal parlies, criteria of strength were harder Lo apply, but
we sought evidence of support by len per cent of the popuiation for five years
during cur Lime period.

Despite its concern with party politics during the hasm thirteen year pexlod
from 1950 to 196%, the [CPP Project is essenlially crosssectional rather than
lonpitudinal in design. We try to score the parties for their predominant seores
during this time slioe, producing a thirteen vear time exposure rather than &
snapshat picture. But we do allow for mcording sotme movement during our
period by coding the parties separately for the first and second parts of the
period. Usually this division was made between 1956 and 19857 but for some
countriee the time period was adjusted to conform to major pelitical develop-
ments within the eountry. Thus for Franee, our break is between 1957 and 1968
to eorregpond to the Fourth and Fifth Republics. A listing of all [ifly-two
countries in our project, the number of parties selected for study from each
country, and the eorvesponding time periods is given in Table L.
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TFABLE 2: Caverage of the ICPP Project: Areas, Countries,
Number of Political Parties, and Time Feriods

Cultural-Geogaphical Ares Couniry Partive Tt Parl  2nd Part
0 = AnglnAherican United States 2 1950-55  1957-62
Uniterd Kinglom 2 1360-58  195T-H2
Australla A 14950-58 195762
New Zoaland 2 1860-E%  1967T-62
eland ] 145058 1957-G2
Riumlesina Hederatlon 4 1954-7 1H6E-B3
India Z 1950-56  15G67-62
3 West Central Eurupe A usliia ) I85IEEs | 1966-6%
France 5 1950-A7T 1968-62
Wesl [Fennany 3 18p0-56  1957-62
Greece: 4 1960-56  1947-62
Portugal 1 1950-56  1957-62
B> Scandireia ond Bernalux Denmark - 477 196066 19RT-EE
Ieland 4 1860-hb 1957T-62
Sweden 4 195056  19HT-62
The Metherlnady 51 1950-58 196-h2
Lusemboure 4 _ _193086 1957-62
3= South Amertes Ecvador K 1950-56  136T-52
Faraguay d Tuh0-586 1957-G2
Brra 1 18E0-G6 195663
WTruguay 2 1as0-he 185762
Veneolels S . 3 1862-57 14%54-62
%= fentral Americe Domlnican Republic 1 1950-56 195761
El Salvador 2 1560-558  14b66-Rl
{3 natetrala T 1950-51 1955-62
Nicaragua 3 1950-66 . 196T-52
Cuby 4 1952-54  14508-52
8- Asia end the Far Eas! Burmag 4 1450-57  1058-61
Catbodks 2 1080-55 1985662
Indoncaia 4 196066 19G67-02
Naorlh Korea ! 1 1850-56  14hv-62
v Malaya ' 5 196066 195T-G2
&~ Rogtern Burope Albania 1 1960-56  1UWHT-62
Bulgaria a 1550-54 186T-6G2
Enasl Grermany 1] 19a0-h6  1657-62
FHlungayy 1 18%0-66 196752
SRR * ;1 [ L 19pt-a6  1UST-B2
T- Middle Egel and North Africe  Sudan 4 18453-56 1959-82
Tunisa k 1950-45 13 66-62
Lebanon 4 1960-66E 145 T7-R2
Lran 4 1940-5G 9o 7-0g
Turkey e 196066 105760
B Wcrt Africo Dghomey 3 195066  IOBT-EY
Gihana 4 1051-546 19b67T-0¥
(Guites 1 105%0-56  18957-62
Uppet Yalla 1 10GRD-56 1857652
i Yo Togo 4 1950-668 196952
Q- Central and Enet Africa Crentrml Alrican Hepublic 1 195056 186762
Chad -4 195066 155 7-62
Congon-Bryzrzawville 2 195156 19567-62
Kenva 2 1960-66  1958T-63
Uyganda 3 16528-57 |96%-G2
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The parties themselves have been coded on approximately 190 sepatate
variahles in my conceptual framework.! Each of these variables has its place in a
set of indicators pertaining Lo one of {he ¢leven major dimensions of variation
which [ think are most relevant Lo cross-nalional researeh on polilical parties. A
party’s “infernal organization™ is analyzed according Lo four concepis: depree of
otganizalion, centealization of power, cahevenee of behavior, and involvemeni of
its menbers. A party's “exiernal relations™ with society is judged accovding to the
other seven variables: instilationalization, governmental status, social ageregation,
gocial arliculation, Isue crientation, goal orieniation, and atonomy. Preliminary
analysis of my data for 20 parties shows Lhal the indicators chosen for each
dimension do form scales at acceptable levels of reliability (most above B0 as
judged by Cronbach's alpha) for every concepl cxeepl autonomy, which will
require each of its five components ta be reated separately.?

For the most parl, the coding categories for Uhe variables have been
elaborated into multi-point ordinal seales, not simple dichotomies ar nominal-level
poiychotomics. Moreover, each variable has been tagged with an “adequaey-
confidence™ code which indicales (he edeguacy of the information undetlylng the
coding judanent and the confidence thul the coder places in his variable score.?
Finally, each of the variables is accompanied by u sentence to0 a paragraph
discussing Lhe coding judgment. Like the variable codes and the adegquacy-confi-
denee codes, Lhis bexlual information exists in machine-readable form as part of
the ICPP data file. With each parly requiring almost five fall pages of computer
printoul for the codes and comments, the lisling of the data file itself js
approximately TH0 pages.

The parties were coded wilth reference to an informnation base of more that
TO000 pages from 3,500 documents on parly polilies in our countries, Fach of
these pages had been indexed with one or more three-digil code numbers and
photographed on 18mm microfilm wilh the code numbers encoded alongside.
With lhe wse of Eastman Kodak’ MIRACODE information retrieval syetem, we
were able 1o scan the Eilm of any given country at the mte of 100 pages a second,
seareling for index codes which were relevant to the variable which we soupht Lo
code for the parties in the country.* Pages that met our keyboard commant were
then displuyed for sludy. Even aided by this rapld retrieval sysiem, the actual
¢oding of parties on our variables amounied ko prepating 156 detailed case studies
and took far more time than anticipated, The bibliography searches for material
on parly polilivs in owt countries, the indaxing, and the microfiming were all
accomplished from 1987 lhrough 1965, when we completed the informalion base
for our yesearch. It has taken the last four years simply to code the parties on gll
pur variables.

‘'he full data set will be published by The Free Press sometime in 1974
under the tentative title, Compaerative Political Parties: A Cross-Netiona! Hand-
book. In addition ta the eodes and commenls, the HardBook will contain the
conceptual and operational definitions for cach of the variables in the conceptual
framework and complete biblingraphies of the lileralure used In our research. The
quantitative data from the ICPP Project {ie., the varizble codes and adeguacy-
confidence codes) will be provided te the ICFR for distribution when the
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manuscripl is sent to the publisher, which will be as soon as the documentatlon is
completed. Barring unforeseen problems, the data should be avaitable for analysis
from ihe Comsortium in early 1974, In late 1974 The Free Press will begin
publishing a series of four volumes aver three years involving the analysis of the
ICPT datz. They are tentatively titled, American Politicn! Parlics in World Perspec-
tive, Political Parties: Their Internal Organization and Exfernal felptions, The
Ovigins of Politiead Porties, and The Effecis of Political Parties ox the Poditical
Systems. Some day, I hope, this project will finally come to a praceful conelusion,
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